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Seeking women with  

Ductal Carcinoma in Situ for a research study 
 

Background: 
Due to more screening, many more people are diagnosed with abnormal cells with a very low risk of 

ever turning into cancer. One example is ductal carcinoma in situ (DCIS), which is abnormal cells in the 

breast. There is no test to confirm if or when DCIS will turn into cancer, so most women with DCIS are 

treated with surgery and radiation or hormone therapy. Many women treated for DCIS believe they 

have breast cancer, which causes stress and reduces quality of life. In part, this is because the name 

includes “carcinoma”, which means cancerous.  

 

Changing the name of DCIS may be one way to reduce stress and improve quality of life. We reviewed 

published research, and interviewed women and clinicians to compile different words to label and 

describe DCIS.  

 

Study purpose: 
Survey women and clinicians to establish agreement on ideal labels and language for DCIS 

 

You can participate if you: 
− Are 30 years of age or older  

− Were diagnosed with DCIS within the last five years 

− Live anywhere in Canada 

− Can understand and speak English language  
 

What you will be asked to do: 
− Read and sign an online consent form  

− Complete two 20-minute online surveys two weeks apart  

− We will ask you to rate your agreement with different DCIS labels and language   
 

To express interest or ask questions: 
The research study is being conducted by Dr. Anna Gagliardi from the University Health Network (UHN) 

in Toronto with funding from the Canadian Cancer Society. If you are interested in participating or wish 

to learn more about the study, please contact the study coordinator at 416-340-4800 x6642 or 

Mavis.Lyons@uhn.ca. Please note that information sent by email may be accessible by external parties 

and therefore not entirely secure. Please do not communicate personal sensitive information via e-mail. 
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